
PRESIDENT’S   
MESSAGE:  
   The picture of the 
1973 dash plaque on this 
page from 50 years ago 
caused me to think about 
the variety and numbers 
of cars that have been 
exhibited over the years.  
   This year will be the 
63rd Shenandoah Region 
Apple Blossom Show. 
Estimating the number of 
participants over all 
those years, based on 
three National meets, 
each having about 900 
entrants, and many years 
when we had 500-600 entrants for regular shows, I 
come up with well over 10,000 cars at our Apple 
Blossom shows, over the years.  
   How many different makes of cars were there? 
How about every possible car and body type that 
was ever produced? Here ’s some examples from the 
2000 National Meet. I love looking through this 35-
page program for the Meet, which details the 816 en-
tries we had that year. The earliest was a 1907 Ori-
ent and the high wheel buggy class had a 1908 and 
a 1910 Sears. The class for Electric vehicles had a 
1918 Rauch & Lang and a 1917 Detroit Electric. The 
next class was for another type of power, steam, and 
it had one entry, a 1910 Stanley Steamer. Then 
comes four classes of motorcycles including 41 ei-
ther one cylinder, two-cylinder, motorbike or motor 
scooter.  
   The next seven classes covered Classic vehicles 
from 1925 through 1942, and Lincoln Continental un-
til 48. These were the cream of the crop, beautiful 
big luxurious cars of the stars. These 28 cars repre-
sented Buick, Cadillac, Franklin, LaSalle, Lincoln, 
Marmon, Packard and Pierce Arrow.  
   Just imagine this: 375 Production cars from 1930 
to 1975, needing judging, and spread over many 
rows. What ’s not in this count are the Corvettes, Tri-

Five Chevies, Mus-
tangs, Thunderbirds and Fords, Model T through 
1948. These would account for another 100 plus 
cars. There were 49 trucks, as well. A little more to 
bring out the magnitude of the show, it took two 
show fields, named the Red Field and the Green 
Field, to hold all 816 of the varied and colorful ma-
chines. And luckily it was a fine day.  
   Our 63rd Apple Blossom Show is coming up soon 
and we need your help, I can promise that we will not 
have as many cars to place and to judge as we had 
in 2000. But we still need all hands-on deck to help 
on May 13th. See you at the April meeting  —   Dan 
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CALENDAR 

• APR 9  -  HAPPY EASTER ! 

• APR 13 -  RESCHEDULED Membership 

Meeting, 7pm, Round Hill UMC,  
Winchester 

• APR 20  -  Board Meeting & Apple 

Blossom Meet Committee Meeting,  
7pm, Round Hill UMC, Winchester. 
All members welcome 

• APR 24  -  NOON DEADLINE FOR MAY  

NEWSLETTER  

• MAY 4  -  Membership Meeting, 7pm, 

Round Hill UMC, Winchester 

• MAY 6  -  Apple Blossom Grand Fea-

ture Parade, Winchester 

• MAY 13  -  63rd Apple Blossom Meet, 

Jim Barnett Park, Winchester 

   April 13, 2023     7:00 pm  
        Membership Meeting           
         Where:  Round Hill, UMC   Winchester 
                          (see directions last page)               
           Meeting Hosts:  Paul & Lorie Ruscito 
    Light refreshments will be served.  See you there! 
 

NOTE: 2023 Membership Rosters will be distributed 
at the meeting  -  please plan to attend and pick up 
your copy to save on postage costs.             

   

The Split Rim 

       

HAPPY APRIL BIRTHDAYS !  

       WELCOME NEW MEMBERS ! 
 The Board is happy to announce acceptance of these new  
 members at the March Board Meeting: 

        Joe and Barbara Salyer of Winchester, VA 
      (540) 533-3762      JMSalyer1954@gmail.com 
 

 Joe and Barbara are aficionados of 20s and 40s Fords, so   
 share a common interest with many in the Club. Welcome! 

50 YEARS AGO  -  This was the dash plaque (brass) back 
when our show was the same weekend as the Festival.  

02 Darla Murphy 16 David Lewis 

06 Melanie Weddle 19 Kevin Malony 

07 Mark Dinsmore   



   APR  2023                                                                                               THE SPLIT RIM                                                                                                  PAGE  2 

 

 IN SYMPATHY   Shenandoah Region extends its deepest sympathy to member Kenny Harper and  
 family in the loss of his wife, Bobbie Omps Harper, after a long illness. Bobbie passed away peacefully at  
 home March 26. She was born in 1958 in Winchester, VA, the daughter of the late Ellis and Carol Omps.  
 She was a graduate of James Wood High School, Class of 1976. Bobbie retired in 2012 as an Information  
 Technology Specialist for the United States Government. She was a member of White Hall United Meth-

odist Church, Valley Glasshoppers Club, the Apple Club and the Old Dominion Cardinals Camping Club. Bobbie’s annual 
Christmas party with the family was one of her most favorite times and she loved decorating for Christmas. She liked 
her time working at Clear Brook Shopping Center, and also enjoyed taking trips to Williamsburg with her friends.  
Bobbie leaves to cherish her memory: her husband Kenneth “Kenny,” whom she married on August 17, 1996; and her 
brother, Mark Omps and wife Kim. A Celebration of Life is scheduled for April 8 at Omps Reception Center, Winchester. 
Please keep the family in your thoughts and prayers at this sad time. 

        SHENANDOAH REGION IS NOW ON FACEBOOK !     by Tom Parker  

   With approval of the Board, I have set up a Facebook page for the Shenandoah Region. The page is intended to 

share information and increase exposure about our Region with prospective members and to share our events with oth-

er auto enthusiasts in the area. We can also increase networking with other local organizations/clubs. 

   If you are a Facebook user, please "like" our new page and share it with your friends. You can invite them to "like" it as well, it isn't 

just for members. One of the big hurdles in setting up this new platform is building an audience. You can find us 

at www.facebook.com/ShenandoahRegionAACA or search "Shenandoah Region AACA" on your FB account.  

   I will be moderating the page and posting content regularly. I will also share information about our events and car shows/cruise-ins 

in the area. Hopefully this can provide some additional outreach to expose more auto enthusiasts 

in the area to our Region. *** Note: Nothing will change with how we utilize the website, 

newsletter, or email to communicate with members.   

                         [Editor: Thanks, Tom, for volunteering to take on this task !] 
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          Sunshine Report   

                  Sunshine Chairs Dave & Sharon Lewis report sending: 
 

 A sympathy card to Kenny Harper in the passing of his wife, Bobbie, on 
Mar. 26 (see Sympathy on this page). 

 Get-well cards to Joyce Carden, who’s recovering from back surgery, 
Mike Smith, who got banged up a bit in a car accident, and Annette  
Busko, who had a fall at home that left her pretty sore. 

 Please keep Kenny, Joyce, Mike and Hilary, and Annette and Bill in your 
thoughts and prayers for healing. 

 And as always, let’s all also remember those members 
who struggle daily with ongoing issues that keep them 
"in the shop" and not running on all cylinders.  

Send news, articles, photos & ads to: shenandoahregion@gmail.com      MAY DEADLINE = NOON, MON APR 24 

  SUPER  
  SELLER DAVID 
  As you may remember, 
we didn’t renew news-

letter ads during the pandemic. Now 
that small local businesses are open 
again, David Conrad did a fantastic job 
of selling ads for us, bringing $220 into 
our coffers. You will see these paid ads 
on various pages starting with this 
newsletter issue. THANKS, David, and 
thank-you to our advertisers !  

          THANK YOU 
Allen Bond sends his thanks 
to the members for all the 
cards and visits while he was 
hospitalized for rehab after 
knee surgery. He misses see-
ing everyone and hopes to 
be back with us soon. 

JOIN THE PARADE MAY 6    As in years past, Shenandoah Re-
gion will participate in the 96th Shenandoah Apple Blossom Festival Grand 
Feature Parade. We will be in the pre-parade, moving along a bit quicker 
than the actual parade, which helps to keep our old cars from over heating. 
This is a great time to showcase our club and cars to thousands of locals and 
visitors. So lets get those cars out of mothballs and get them on the parade 
route. Don’t miss your chance to be part of the 2023 Apple Blossom experi-
ence. The parade is scheduled for Saturday, May 6th. Par-
ticipants will gather at Noon at Jones Funeral Home on 
Pleasant Valley Rd. The parade steps off smartly at 1:00 
pm. Jim Tillery will have more information at the April 
club meeting. Or, you can contact him at 703-973-8927. 



   APR  2023                                                                                               THE SPLIT RIM                                                                                                  PAGE  3 

 

 APPLE BLOSSOM MEET UPDATE   Plans for our May 13 car show and flea market - 
our 63rd - are progressing well. Chair Duane Catlett reports that the flyers mass mail was 
done; see Duane to pick up flyers to distribute when you attend other car events. See pages 9
-10 for a copy of the flyer which you can print and share, or ask Secty. Linda to email you one.  

Art Bragg found us a new vendor for the dash plaques, and the plaques are currently in production.  Duane has 
lined up sponsors for almost all of the Special Awards; our thanks to the members who helped with sponsor 
contact, and to those who personally volunteered to be a sponsor of a specific Special Award. Registrar Linda 
Comontofski has received 27 registrations so far, which is about the same number as last year on March 26. 
We’re on track to have at least a similar turnout to our 2022 show, so fingers crossed. Lots of help will be 
needed to make this show, our biggest revenue source, a success. We’re counting on YOU to be one of the 
helpers. Our last Apple Blossom Committee meeting before the big day will be part of the April 20 Board 
meeting at 7pm at Round Hill UMC. All members are welcome. All Committee Chairs should plan to attend.  

[Editor: here are members’ submissions 
received since Feb. 20]  

FROM JIM COLVILLE: 
Received the March "Split Rim" news-
letter today, Feb. 23. The last line of 
the "President’s Message" said "Put 
the top down, if you can, and roll down 
the windows so you can smell the 
country air and run some roads!". It 
was an unseasonably warm February 
day today, so Tom Parker (60 Buick), 
Van Armstrong (69 Dart) and I decided 
to follow that advice. We took our old 
cars out today for lunch at Ledo's Piz-
za in Winchester. And yes, I even put 

the top down for the drive home! The 
aging paint was even looking presenta-
ble after my buddy, Bob Mayhugh, 
buffed out the old dull oxidized paint on 
the hood and trunk bringing some color 
and shine back into the old yellow car. 

Today was the first time pulling the car 
out into the sunlight since the buffing 
was done on Sunday. 

FROM PAUL RUSCITO:  
   FORD’S GARAGE RESTAURANT 
While on our annual winter trek to Flor-
ida Lorie and I came across an unusu-
al restaurant. 
   “Fords Garage” in Ormond Beach is 
one of the anchor restaurants at the 
large Tanger Outlet Store complex just 
north of Daytona. This is a fairly new 
chain of restaurants located in several 
states both north and south. These 
restaurants are franchised from the 
Ford Motor Company.  
   The building looks like an automotive 
service station complete with rollup bay 
doors in the dining area. The restau-
rant entrance had several 1930s era 

replica Model A vehicles and the en-
trance doors have gas pump nozzles 
for handles. Once inside you are greet-
ed with waiters/waitresses dressed in 
mechanic’s shop clothes. The restau-
rant floor has several complete Model 
A engines on display. The copper cov-
ered bar has a Model A on a floor lift 
hovering over its center, the wheels 
are turning 
and the 
headlights 
are on……
very cool !  
   The food 
is typical 
American 
fare, great 
burgers, 
grilled chick-
en sand-
wiches and 
fish & chips. 
   Once 
seated you 
are served with a menu and a fork & 
knife rolled up in a blue shop rag 
ringed with an automotive type hose 
clamp (I wonder how many of those 
clamps disappear). [see pic on top left 
on next page] 

[Continued under MEMBER NEWS, page 4] 

MEMBER NEWS 
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The bathrooms are another hoot, the 
sinks are stainless steel bowls 
wrapped by real tires.  
   The faucets are gas nozzles with util-
ity grade shut off valves, I won’t com-
ment about the men’s urinals.  
   All in all, it’s a fun place to eat, good 
food, good service and great surround-
ings. This Ford gets an A in our book, 
Model A……… 
 
FROM TOM PARKER: 
TED VERNON’S SPECIALTY AUTOS 
   In late January, I took a trip to central 
Florida to visit my grandparents who 
"snowbird" there from Nov. until April. 
My grandfather informed me that a 
new classic car dealer had set up shop 
just across town at a former Chevrolet 
dealership. Come to find out it was Ted 
Vernon who, at one time, had a show 
on TV profiling his buying, selling, and 
trading of classic cars. He relocated 
from Miami to Lake Wales, FL.  
   So, we went by the dealership one 
afternoon to take a look around. What I 
saw was probably one of the more ec-
lectic inventories of cars in all sorts of 
different conditions. There were literally 
hundreds of cars spread from the 
showroom, service area, and a field in 
the back of the property.  
There were several cars sitting out 
front of the dealership building, and it 

seemed like some 
of the nicer cars 
were displayed in 
this prominent lo-
cation along the 
road frontage, in-
cluding this nice 
1956 Chevrolet 
Belair sedan.  
   As I walked 
through the former 
service area, I saw 
cars packed within 
every square inch 
and even up on 
the service lifts.     
   After exiting the 
service area, the 
wash bays had 
several cars in 
covered, but open, 
storage. This Rolls 
Royce [top left on 
next page]
appeared to be in 
excellent shape. 
The black Buick 
Reatta however, 
was left with win-
dows open allow-
ing the elements 
into the interior. [Continued under MEMBER NEWS,  page 5] 

MEMBER NEWS: [from page 3] 
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TED VERNON’S AUTOS, CON’T 

   After leaving the rear service area, 

you enter this large field at the rear of 

the property with dozens of cars in var-

ying states of condition. Some seem 

too far gone, while others could readily 

be brought back to life.  

I thought that this 1963 Oldsmobile 

Starfire two-door hardtop 

[bottom, left, and top above] 

would make a good project. 

It looks like it has been off 

the road for a bit, but ap-

peared very solid and the 

interior was in excellent 

shape.  

   I also thought that the  

yellow 1940 Buick Century  

with dual side mounts  

would be fairly easy to bring 

back to life.  

   Unfortunately, the rust on 

this 1959 Ford appeared 

too extensive to repair and 

the roof would likely have to 

be removed.  

   While the dealership has 

quite an inventory, many 

seem like they have not 

been roadworthy for a 

while. I did review the web-

site to check pricing and 

found that they seemed a 

little high, at least to me.  

   It is definitely worth a look 

around if you find yourself 

close to Lake Wales, FL, 

though! 

MEMBER NEWS: [from page 4] 

[More MEMBER NEWS,  page 6 
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FROM DAVID SUNTER: 
        BACK TO THE FUTURE 
When spending time in Sarasota, FL in 
the winter, I regularly attend a Car 
Guys lunch in town. The DeLorean 
makes a fairly frequent appearance, by 
road! [Editor: not in flight, for those 
who remember the end of the movie 

Back to the Future, when the car re-
turns, flying, and powered by nucle-
ar fission of trash] The owner told me 
that it is one of 7 such cars made for 
the movie but he doesn’t know if this 
actually appears or if it was a spare.  
    Here are a few more photos of this 
car and other attendees, hope you find 
them interesting.   

[Editor: the pale green car’s trunk 
actually says “Panhard”, not 
“Packard”, if you look closely. And 
the red car is identified as a 1953 

Nash-Healey. The “topless” orange 
car has a Citroen badge on the back  
-  it reminds me a little of a VW 
Thing, apologies to Curt Mason ] 

MEMBER NEWS: [from page 5] 

[More MEMBER NEWS, page 11] 
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                                                                    2023 CAR EVENT CALENDAR  
Tom Parker has begun collecting info on car events scheduled for 2023. If you know of a car event you think the mem-
bers would enjoy, please email Tom at tomparkerjr@gmail.com.  If you have flyers you would like sent out via email 
“blast” or included in the newsletter, also cc: Secretary Linda at shendoahregion@gmail.com  in your email to Tom. 
THANKS, TOM, for taking on this task again for 2023; the lists have been outstanding ! 
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FROM JIM COLVILLE: 
    MORE FROM FALL HERSHEY 
[Editor: more eye candy from the Oct 2022 
Fall National Meet at Hershey showfield]  

 

There were several 50's Studebakers 
in the show including the black and 
white 55 coupe.  

 

The yellow Austin Healey 
was in the sports car class. 
The Firebird looked like it 
was right off the set of 
"Rockford Files". A two-tone 
green and orange Packard.  
a 55 or 56 Cadillac El Dora-
do, and a Hudson from 
about 1946 or 47.  

MEMBER NEWS: [from page 6] 
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FOR SALE: Now Available, 93 Octane Ethanol 
Free Gas, at Interstate Liberty. Rte. 7 at I-81. 
Pump 2.  

FOR SALE: Now available, 90 Octane non-
Ethanol Gas, all pumps, Royal Farms, 920 Ber-
ryville Ave. Winchester (in front of shopping 
center where Solenberger’s Hardware is  
located). 

FOR SALE:  VA Vintage Tags – Tom Rissler 
(540) 662-9020  

FOR SALE:  REDUCED PRICE: 1928 4 cylinder, 
Chevy National, 2dr coach, 56,000 miles. Yel-
low body with black fenders. Engine, trans-
mission, and brakes rebuilt within last 4 years. 
New tires. Original top. Runs and drives great. 
Project car. Needs new wood and wiring. 
Comes w/ extra parts. $5,000. Call Doug Swan-
son (540) 636-4558.  

FOR SALE: 1962 Biscayne 2-door post car, 
many extra parts , 6 cyl car but have extra 283 
or 327 motors 3speed trans. $4,000. Call Bo 
Weddle, 540-323-2858  

FOR SALE: 1972 Chevy Monte Carlo. All orig. 
63,000 miles. Med blue w white top, fully 
equipped. Beautiful condition. $22,500. Todd 
540-667-0878 
 
FOR SALE : 1957 Ford Thunderbird. Triple 
white.  Body off frame restoration.  50k 
miles.  312 V8 automatic.  Beautiful condition. 
Please call or text Dave Lewis at 540-247-3584 
for details.  
 
WANTED:  Driver's side door for a 1961-65 
Chevrolet Suburban or Pickup truck. Contact 
Kevin Malony, kmalony@hotmail.com 
 
FOR SALE: Antique raccoon coat,  L/XL, for-
merly owned by Region founder Dave Plank. 
Very nice shape, stored well for decades. 

Great vintage costume. $275. Call Deb Plank 
Borsi, 540-532-7271. 
 
FOR SALE: 1936 Ford 2-dr. 41,000 miles. Dark 
blue. Orig. interior, all systems checked. 
$18,500. Art Bragg (540) 550-1496 (cell). 
 

FOR SALE: 1940 Chevy Coupe Deluxe. 350 
Chevy engine, TH400R auto trans, 10-bolt rear 
end, exhaust headers, new spring & disc 
brakes & shocks/springs on front. Runs great. 
$31,500. Ken, 804-916-0996 or 804-240-8882. 
 

FOR SALE: 1972 Chevy 10 pickup. Belongs to 
Dad. Call Mike McDonald, Summit Point, 304-
839-8220 for photos. 

FOR RENT:  Parking space for approx. six vehi-
cles in the Clearbrook/Brucetown area. Call 
Jimmy Stimmel 540-247-8011. 

FOR SALE:  1940 Packard 110, 6cyl. HPOF certi-
fied, was owned by the late Andy Anderson.  
Also for sale 1923 Buick Touring, 6cyl, HPOF 
certified. Buddy Lacy 804-252-2196 or  
buddylacy@yahoo.com 
 

FOR SALE: 1955 Plymouth Belvedere 2-dr Se-
dan (post) with 51K miles. Restomod, re-
stored.  4-barrel carb, dual exhaust, wire 
wheels. Has new: 5 Coker radial WWs, fuel 
sending unit, electric fuel pump, inner/outer 
front wheel bearings, left/right front hub & 
drum assy, rear spring bushings, brakes.  
$28K OBO.  Contact Jim Tillery, 540-678-1565, 
or 703-973-8927 or TilleryJD@gmail.com 
 

FOR SALE:  1951 Mercury 4-dr. blue orig. color, 
aluminum radiator, 348 Chevy engine, 7R4 
auto trans, air cond., power steering, new tires 
& wheels. Upholstery redone in orig. pattern. 
$17,000 OBO. Will send pics. Bob Little 304-
579-0807 
 

FOR SALE:  Devilbis 80 Gal. two stage air com-
pressor. $800; Abrasive blast cabinet $100;  

VW dealers engine lift porter $200 . Call Chet 
Allen (229) 977-1501 after 5:00 pm 

WANTED: 1971 Apple Blossom Meet dash 
plaque. I met a member of the Hudson club 
that was in town for our show (rained out 
date) and he shared with me that he was look-
ing for this dash plaque as a remembrance of 
attending the show with his father. If anyone 
has one that they would be willing to part 
with, please contact Tom Parker  at  
tomrparkerjr@gmail.com or 703-727-3665.  

FOR SALE: 1932 Ford Fire Truck. Flathead V-8. 
Lights and siren work, runs good, good overall 
condition. Needs paint. $4500. For information 
contact Joe Reynolds 301-988-5351 

FOR SALE: Stewart Warner South Wind gas 
heater, N.O.S. w/adapter for flathead Ford V-
8, $200.  31-pc Snap-on 3/4” drive socket set 
w/case, $300. Husqvarna snowblower 36” cut, 
like-new condition, used approx. 12 hours, 
$800. Snap-on parts washer, large cap., $400. 
2 pair 5-ton jack stands, $40 per pair. Snap-on 
power brake bleeder, $200. H/D truck wheel 
and brake drum jack $500. Auto transmission 
jack 500-lb capacity. Traffic light, single side, 
$250. 50’s gas station-style oil display rack 
$200. Starter/alternator growler $150. Allen 
headlight aimer $50. Snap-on garage diorama, 
complete, new in box, $300. 10 Snap-on H/D 
truck spjndle nut sockets $300. All prices nego-
tiable. Allen Bond III 304-261-4080 or 304-876-
6790 

FOR SALE: Pair of 1965 VA tags, “Y6-288”; pair 
of 1956 VA tags, “474-264”.Bruce Hall, 
bruce@applewoodmotorcar.com or call (304) 
283-3661 

FOR SALE: 1963 Buick LeSabre 4-dr. 54,000 
miles, white, $8,000 OBO. Also, 1929 Ford 
Model A 2-dr. $6,000.  Call Karl Ettinger, 540-
877-8808. 

M A R K E T P L A C E  

   Directions to Round Hill UMC 
          2993 Northwestern Pike, Winchester, VA 22603 
 

Starting just west of Winchester Medical Center, from the inter-
section of Route 37 and Route 50:  
  > Drive west on Rt 50 (Northwestern Pike) for approx. 2 miles.    
  > Shortly after crossing Nat’l Lutheran Blvd, turn left on Rt  654   
     (Poorhouse Road). There is a used car lot on the left as a  
     landmark.  
  > At 0.2 miles, turn right onto Rt 803 (Round Hill Road).  Inde- 
     pendent  School of Winchester across 803 is a landmark at  
     this intersection. 
  > At 0.3 miles, turn right at the Church rear driveway (Trinity  
     Lane) and  drive uphill into the parking lot. There is a sign at   
     the driveway entrance. 
 
Fellowship Hall entry is at the bottom level, rear of the Church, 
off the parking lot (no stairs).  

 Send ads to: shenandoahregion@gmail.com 

MAY NEWS DEADLINE: NOON MONDAY, APRIL 24 

                 APRIL FOOL ?? 
This classified ad actually appears on page 296 of the April 
2023 issue of Hemmings Motor News. It’s an old joke, but the 
210 area code is correct for San Antonio, where a lot of retired 
veterans reside. Is the ad an April Fool’s day prank, or is the 
ad legit? Either way, “David” has a good sense of humor ! 

Spotted by Arthur “Eagle Eye” Bragg 
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