
     Hopefully spring is right 
around the corner, and we’ll be 
enjoying these longer days with 
warmer temperatures. It hasn’t 
been a “bad” winter just a rough 
one at times with the snow, ice 
and lengthy sub-freezing days 
we had to put up with. I’m bank-
ing on that type of weather to be 
behind us and looking forward to 
much warmer temperatures!!  We have had some very mild 
and warm days sneak in recently which were very much 
enjoyed but they were too short lived.  Some of you have 
already been out tinkering in a nice, heated garage and 
those of us less fortunate will soon be able to get out there 

getting ready for the 
upcoming show season, 
cruise-ins, fun runs, or 
just getting in the car 
going for a ride. The 

days are “getting longer” so we will have plenty of time 
to play with our toys and get the yardwork done too!  
     Our Apple Blossom Car Meet on May 9th is not as far 
away as the calendar might indicate.  There are a lot of 
the behind-the-scenes responsibilities that have already 
been done or put into place and many more to come in 
the near future. Please keep in mind how you can help 
with this, our biggest fundraiser/event and contact the 
chairperson of a committee or two that you will be able 
to help with. Registrar Linda Comontofski is going to 
need extra help this year at the registration area. There 
are untold hours of work that she does prior to the show, 
and then more the day of, and she has asked for addi-
tional help at the registration area this year. It would also 
be a good opportunity to see what all has to take place 
in that area that you may not realize goes on and be will-
ing to help in the future.  
     As in the past we will most likely be meeting at the 
field on Friday afternoon or evening to lay out the park-
ing spaces.  
Kevin Maloney 
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CALENDAR 

   

The Split Rim 

 

• APR 5  -  Happy Easter ! 
• APR 9  -  Membership Meeting, 7pm, 

Round Hill Church, Winchester (NOTE: 
SECOND THURSDAY of the Month) 

• APR 16 -  Board Meeting & Apple Blossom  
Committee Meeting, 7pm, Round Hill 
Church, Winchester. All members  
welcome. 

• APR 20 -  MONDAY, NOON DEADLINE for  
MAY NEWSLETTER   

• MAY 2  -  Grand Feature Parade, Apple 
Blossom Festival, Winchester. See page 2. 

• MAY 7  -  Membership Meeting, 7pm, 
Round Hill Church, Winchester 

• MAY 9  -  66th Apple Blossom Meet, Jim 
Barnett Park, Winchester, VA. See page 2 
and flyer pages 9-10. 

   Apr. 9, 2026   7:00 pm 

     Membership Meeting   
    * NOTE: 2nd Thursday  
                  of April *   

                                                                   Fellowship Hall, Round Hill Church              
                         2993 Northwestern Pike 

                          Winchester, VA  22603      

                                                            (see directions, next-to-last page of newsletter)  
 

              Meeting Hosts:  Kevin & Nicole Malony  
             Light Refreshments will be served 

PRESIDENT’S  
MESSAGE: 

        WELCOME NEW MEMBER ! 

The Board is pleased to report acceptance of the following 
new members at the Mar. Board Meeting. Please add to 
your 2025 Roster: :                   

                 Blake Rhodes of Berryville, VA 

            (571) 969-9034     blakesrhodes@yahoo.com 

 

      Blake has interest in cars from the ‘30s, ‘60s, and ‘80s. 

                                                                WELCOME ABOARD ! 

     
                                                                          

            HAPPY APRIL BIRTHDAYS !  
 

                       APR. CALENDAR  CAR OF THE MONTH: 
                     Art Bragg’s 1955 Oldsmobile (see pg 3)         

[Continued under PRESIDENT, page 6] 

02 Darla Murphy 07 Mark Dinsmore 

04 Blake Rhodes 16 David Lewis 
06 John Ruhlmann 19 Kevin Malony 

06 Melanie Weddle   
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APPLE BLOSSOM UPDATE: 
     Preparations are continuing for 
our May 9 show, our 66th Apple 
Blossom Meet. The flyers were 
mailed to past participants, and 
Meet Chair Duane Catlett has 
more on hand for you to pick up 
and distribute in your travels (see 
copy pages 9-10). The dash 
plaques will be arriving this week.    
     Chief Judge Mark Dinsmore 
has completed the update of the 

Judging form, and Meet Chair 
Duane is working on Special 
Award sponsors, with almost all 
trophies being covered.  Duane 
also has the food vendor lined up 

and his right-hand Gal, Bonnie, will 
be reserving the porta-pottys.  
     Registrar Linda C. has 17 vehi-
cles registered already (and will 
accept your registrations at the 
April 9 Club Meeting). The April 16 
Board Meeting will also be an Ap-
ple Blossom Committee meeting to 
finalize plans. If you’re a Commit-
tee Chair for the show, or if you 
just want to be in the know, please 
plan to attend.   
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Sunshine Rept 2 

  MAY News Deadline   
  NOON APR 20 

Send articles, photos & ads to: shenandoahregion@gmail.com  

          Su n shi n e R epor t    
 

          Sunshine Chairs Dave & Sharon Lewis report sending:  
 

 Sympathy card to the family of Ron Howser. See “In Sympathy” above. 
 Well-wishes to Harry Newman, who was recently diagnosed with a brain  

tumor, to Lauren Conrad and Elsie Grant Norman, who both had falls that re-
sulted in wrist injury, and to Melanie Feltner, who fell and broke her leg.  

 Please remember Harry and Ruth, Lauren and David, Elsie, and 
Melanie and Jeff in your thoughts and prayers for comfort and 
healing.  

 As always, let’s all keep in our thoughts and prayers those mem-
bers who struggle daily with ongoing issues that keep them "in the 
shop" and not running on all cylinders.  

IN SYMPATHY      
Shenandoah Region extends its deepest sympathy to the family of member Ronald (Ron) 
Howser, 84, of Winchester, who passed away February 25 at his residence. Before his retire-
ment, Ron worked as a maintenance supervisor for Loudoun County Sanitation Authority and 
was the part owner of Muse & Reed Furniture in Leesburg. He will be remembered for his 

dedication to our hobby  -  he never missed an Apple Blossom show, and even when his health declined he 
still would attend in his Model A, with son Don at the wheel. His beloved wife of 55 years, Patsy, preceded 
him in death in February 2019 after a long illness. Leaving to cherish his memory are his son, Donald Rich-
ard Howser (Terri) of Stephenson, VA; two daughters, Patricia Howser Allder (Kevin) of Winchester, VA and 
Tammy Stickles (Kevin) of Centreville, VA; six grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. Services were 
March 4, 2026 at Union Cemetery, Leesburg, Virginia with Pastor Glenn Hughes officiating. Please keep the 
family in your thoughts and prayers at this difficult time. 

JOIN THE PARADE ON MAY 2  
As in years past, Shenandoah Region will participate 
in the 99th Shenandoah Apple Blossom Festival 
Grand Feature Parade. We will be in the pre-parade, 
moving along a bit quicker than the actual parade, 
which helps to keep our old cars from over heating. 
This is a great time to showcase our club and cars to 
thousands of locals and visitors. So lets get those 
cars out of mothballs and get them on the parade 
route. Don’t miss your chance to be part of the 2026 

Apple Blossom Festival experi-
ence  -  only 12 vehicles will be 
allowed to participate by the  
Festival. The parade is sched-
uled for Saturday, May 2. The 
parade steps off smartly at 1:00 
pm. Jim Tillery will have more information and a sign-

up sheet at the April 9 club meeting. You can also 
contact him at : 703-973-8927 or  
TilleryJD@gmail.com 
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FROM TOM PARKER: 
PAST APPLE BLOSSOM PLAQUES 

I’d like to take a moment to thank eve-
ryone that responded to my request for 
Apple Blossom dash plaques from pri-
or years. I received a lot from many of 
you and am almost to my goal of one 
for each year. I have arranged them 
on one of the display boards that had 
belonged to George Travers by year 
with plenty of room for future plaques 
to be added. I have one from each 
year except 1971 so, if anyone has an 
extra 1971 please let me know. I’m 
attaching a photo of the board and will 
likely bring it to display at this year’s 
Apple Blossom Meet. 

MEMBER NEWS 

[Editor: here are members’  
submissions received since Feb 19] 

For many years, I drove one of my antique convertibles in 
the annual Apple Blossom parade, hauling celebrities. 
This car, owned by a couple in Edinburg, VA would also 
participate. Each year, I would show interest in purchasing 
it, but it was not for sale. Every Christmas I would send 
them a Christmas card to show my interest in their 1955. 
In 1995, they contacted me that they were ready for it to 
have a new owner. On New Year’s Day 1996, I along with 
a driver brought it to Brucetown. 
It had, as I recall, some wiring lighting problem, so my 
good friend and Region member Karl Anderson said bring 
it to his garage. While there, we kept doing things to it and 
it ended up being restored. While it went to a paint shop, it 
was parked outside. The paint shop owner had a burn 
barrel, and unfortunately something from the barrel while 
in burning mode landed on the plastic rear top window 
and destroyed the top. Thus a new one was necessary. 

The car received its AACA Senior award in 1999. 
It has PS, PB, auto trans and the option of Autronic Eye 
on the top left of the dash for dimming head lights. GM 
produced 9007 of the 1955 Super 88 convertibles. This 
one is painted two-tone white and Glen green iridescent. 
Motor Trend magazine called the 88s “Family Hot Rods.” 
Of interest, Simoniz gave away a 1955 ‘Holiday 98’ hard-
top, plus cash, to the person who wrote the best last line 
for a limerick about the new Simoniz Easy Method. 

APR. CAR of  the  MONTH: 

Art Bragg’s 

1955 Oldsmobile Super 88 

by Art Bragg 

[More MEMBER NEWS, page 4] 
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[Editor: Since this year’s shows are 
still in the future, here are some 
beauties from last Fall to get us 
revved up for Spring !] 
FROM JIM COLVILLE: 
ROCKVILLE SHOW  -  OCTOBER 

The third weekend in Oct. is the big 
antique car show at historic Glenview 
Mansion at the Rockville Civic Center 
in Rockville, Maryland. This show has 
been an annual event since 1962, and 
six hundred cars preregistered for 
Rockville. While the emphasis is on 
antiques twenty-five years old and old-
er, they do allow some modern 
"exotics" into the show as well. Van 
Armstrong, another friend, and I, rode 
up together and went in as spectators. 

We started in the row of French cars. 
This year they were all Citroen pas-
senger cars, The DS wagon had some 
patina, but I included the wagon here 
because I thought it a bit more unique 
than the DS sedans. 

 In the 4-wheel drive section, vintage 
Land Rovers (like the green short 

wheel base model) outnumbered the 
vintage Jeeps. My favorite of the 
Jeeps was the red Jeep station  
wagon.  

There were many Minis in the show. 
The police Mini Cooper attracted the 
most attention. Perhaps it was be-
cause the distinctly British sounding 
siren was sounded periodically. Alfa 
Romeos were well represented at 
Rockville. Most were Spyders, but 
there were a few GTV coupes like this 
yellow one.  

The Lotus section had been expanded 
substantially this year. The white 
coupe is an Elan+2 and the green one 

a Lotus Europa.  

The Ferarri section is often one of the 
most crowded of the show field. The 
blue Ferrari 550 Maranello dates from 
the late ‘90s.The red 328 GTS dates 
from the ‘80s.   

Moving on to US makes, the 1931 
Chrysler CM6 roadster was a beautiful 
car, but there was certainly nothing 
subtle about the two-tone green paint 
job. The blue sedan was a 1937 Buick 
Special.  

[Continued under MEMBER NEWS, page 5] 

MEMBER NEWS: [from page 3] 
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Cadillacs were another marque that 
showed up in large numbers. Here, a 
bright red ‘57 El Dorado convertible. 
Ten years later, the El Dorado would 
look like the green coupe in the next 
photo.  

Among the Packards in the show were 
this early ‘50s Patrician, and the oldest 
Packard, a convertible coupe dating 
from the late ‘20s.  

Among the Studebakers was this 1950 
Land Cruiser.  

There seemed to be fewer Pontiacs 
this year than last. The yellow ‘67 Fire-
bird was nice, but of the several GTOs 
in the show, the blue ‘70 convertible 
was nicest. 

The red ‘70 Dart Swinger 340 4-speed 
may have been the most perfectly re-
stored Mopar in the show.  

Oldsmobiles are always well repre-
sented. One of my favorite Oldsmo-
biles has always been the ‘64 Starfire. 
It was amazing to see two ‘64 Starfires 
together. That probably only ever hap-
pens at the largest of Oldsmobile 
shows. Between the yellow ‘64 and the 
dark blue ‘64, I think I would have to 
pick the yellow one. 

The first-generation Dodge Viper was 
the newest Chrysler product in the 
show. Next, a 1953 Nash Rambler 
Country Club. 

MEMBER NEWS: [from page 4] 

[Continued  under MEMBER NEWS, page 6] 

ROCKVILLE SHOW,  CONT’D : 
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has gotten this down to a 
science and it has gone 

very well the last couple of years. On Saturday he will 
again need more help with getting the cars parked in the 
spot that Linda has assigned them.  I know the bull horn 
was a big help last year and I will borrow it again from my 
grandson this year. (See, even the youngest of ages can 
contribute in some way!  Maybe he will outgrow its use as 
a toy and donate it to the club so we can use it for years to 
come.)   
     Meet Chairman Duane Catlett puts in numerous hours 
getting the meet organized and all the different aspects 
put together to have the smoothest running show that we 
can present to the public. He also gets the awards taken 
care of and the presentations afterwards.  
     Tom Parker, Chairman of special awards works with 
Duane to incorporate those awards into the program.  
     Class Judging Chief Judge Mark Dinsmore has rewrit-
ten some of our judging guidelines for this year. The 
changes will streamline the process and make the awards 
ceremony a bit cleaner.    
     Lauren and Dave Conrad, Chairs for Late Registration, 
also have been tweaking the late arrivals setup and along 
with a few changes that were implemented last year things 
should go smoothly again this time.  
     Traffic Chairman  Paul Ruscito will again be assem-
bling a team to direct and control traffic flow so that every-
one gets to the show field in an orderly fashion.  
     Jeff Feltner is Chairman of the flea market area again 
this year and will also be looking for some helping hands. 
PLEASE consider volunteering wherever you can to help 
make this our 65th annual Apple Blossom Car Meet a 

huge success.  Without your help we cannot give the Win-
chester area the premier car show that the people look 
forward to.   THANK YOU to all those that have already 
been working hard and to those who will be helping in the 
near future.  
     Two weeks prior to all of our above activities is Apple 
Blossom Festival week which starts its closure on Sat. the 
2nd and that day begins with the 99th annual parade. This 
year we will once again have the opportunity to participate 
in the pre-parade. Chairman Jim Tillery is again represent-
ing our club and is taking names of those who would like 
to have their car or truck in the parade. As in the past, the 
parade pace is much quicker and does not stop and go 
like the main part of the parade. You can participate in the 
pre-parade and still make it to the parade route to enjoy 
the rest of the floats, bands, show groups, etc.  Jim has 
reported that the number of cars we are allowed this year 
is 12 so contact Jim as soon as possible if you would like 
to enter your vehicle and help represent our club.  A very 
sincere THANK YOU to everyone that has already and 
those that will be helping to make this another very suc-
cessful Meet.  
     PLEASE keep in your thoughts and Prayers those 
members of our Club that are not in the best of health and 
those that are healing from operations and bodily injuries. 
Remember also to visit the businesses that advertise in 
this newsletter and Thank them for doing so.   
     Looking forward to seeing you all at the April Member-
ship meeting.  REMEMBER WE HAD TO MOVE IT to 
Thursday April  9th due to the Church holding services 
on the 2nd.    
                                       See you soon,  Jeff 

PRESIDENT: [from page 1] 

The ‘36 Food 'woody' wagon was 
beautiful. Of the DeSotos, the blue 
and white ‘55 looked the most appeal-
ing as it was a two-door hardtop.  

Sometimes I think the most common 
‘70 Mustang made must have been 
the Boss 302 cause you can't hardly 
go to any show these days without 
seeing one or two.  
   The red second generation Toyota 
Celica Supra was the cleanest one I've 
seen since the ‘80s. Might be the only 
one I've seen since then. The blue 
Corvair was one of three in the show.  

MEMBER NEWS: [from page 5] 

ROCKVILLE SHOW,  CONT’D : 
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 NOTE: Timothy Price (see ad above ) says for antique 
cars, if you supply the oil and filter, he will change your 
oil and lubricate the chassis for $40. Mention this ad. 

   PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS WHEN YOU  
   CAN, AND BE SURE TO LET THEM  KNOW YOU  

   HEARD ABOUT THEM IN THE SPLIT RIM. 



     APR 2026                                                                                            THE SPLIT RIM                                                                                                PAGE  12 

 

 

   PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS WHEN YOU  
   CAN, AND BE SURE TO LET THEM  KNOW YOU  

   HEARD ABOUT THEM IN THE SPLIT RIM. 



     APR 2026                                                                                            THE SPLIT RIM                                                                                                PAGE  13 

 

FOR SALE: (REDUCED PRICE) 1962 Biscayne 2-

door post car, many extra parts , 6 cyl car but 
have extra 283 or 327 motors 3speed trans. 
$1,500. Call Bo Weddle, 540-323-2858  
FOR SALE : 1957 Ford Thunderbird. Triple 
white. Body off frame restoration. 50k 
miles.  312 V8 automatic.  Beautiful condition. 
Please call or text Dave Lewis at 540-247-3584  
 

FOR SALE:  AMC/Rambler 198 c.i. Inline six 
cylinder block.  Brand new in orig.  labeled 
wooden crate and packaging. Never used. 
Stored inside temp controlled garage.  
Add’l info, photos, & pricing/shipping details, 
contact Mark Dinsmore, 
markshotrodgarage@gmail.com.  
FOR SALE: (REDUCED PRICE) 1958 MGA 1500 
Coupe, red with black leather interior with red 
piping.  Four cylinder, 4 speed, twin carbure-
tors, 64,960 miles, all accessories work, wire 
wheels.  Includes original owner’s manual, 
tools, jack and brass mallet. #3 car.  Price 
$16,000.  Recently professional-appraised with 
documentation. Club member has owned the 
car 40+ years. Call or text Joyce, 540-336-1020  
 

FOR SALE: 1978 BMW R100/7 motorcycle 32K 
original miles. Asking $4500. Karl Ettinger 540-

877-8808 or 304-267-4162  

FOR SALE: 2004 Mini Cooper S, modeled after 
the Mini that won the Monte Carlo race. 92K 
miles. $16,000. Jan O’Dell 540-660-5422 

FOR SALE:  Hundreds of petroliana items for 
sale.  Complete your oil can collection. Prices 
vary from $5.00 to $100.00's of dollars, lots of 
rare items.  Model T and Model A Ford script-
ed wrenches. Eric Kirk 540 667 4483 or 
email ek52hudson@yahoo.com.  
FOR SALE: 1957 Continental 2 owner, 67,000 
miles.  I am seriously thinking of selling it.  Give 
me a call, come take a drive, make an 
offer.  Bob Engle 540 247 8634. 
FOR SALE: 1958 Chevrolet 2-Door sedan, 216 
engine,  three-on-the-tree, new exhaust, origi-
nal paint and interior. Runs well. Jim Stup 
(540) 465-5066 

FOR SALE: 1929 Ford Model A Roadster 
Pickup, black, 2.3 Ford, 5 SDD, Winters QC, 
new top, S/S bows, S/W gauges, runs great ! 
Only 2500 miles since build. $30K or best offer. 
Ben Dyer 540-550-7073 

FOR SALE: 1964 Studebaker Commander,  Blue 
on White,  Custom Interior,  Original Straight 
Line 6, 3 on the tree, Runs 
great,  $12,900.  Call or text Andy 
Stonesifer  540-327-9975.  

FOR SALE: 1964 Mercury Monterey Converti-
ble, owned by late member Ruth Bly. Baby 
blue inside & out. 390 cubic inch V8 engine, 4 
barrel carburetor, Automatic transmission, 
power steering & brakes. 60,000 miles. Fully 
restored & road ready. Garage kept. 1 owner. 
Has won multiple trophies including best in 
show. Comes with many extra car parts includ-
ing a parts car. Serious inquiries only. Located 
in Strasburg, VA. $29,500. Text or call Trudy, 
540-539-4707. 
FOR SALE: (NEW AD) 1984 Mercedes-Benz 
380SL.  Burgundy with tan leather interi-
or.  The car has been garage kept. 
Smooth running 3.8L V8 engine with 4-speed 
automatic transmission and only 120,000 
miles.  Includes the factory hardtop and soft-

top but the original soft-top is now thinning 
from age and repels rain. The car is sound, well 
maintained and drives beautifully.  Comes with 
cover and hard-top rolling dolly.  I am assisting 
my brother in law with this sale as he has relo-
cated to Colorado.  He is asking $18,500 or 
best offer.  Dave Lewis 540-247-3584 text. 
 

 

  

M A R K E T P L A CE  

From Facebook  -  ’The Funny Pages’ Page 

MAY NEWS DEADLINE: NOON  APRIL 20 

              Driving Directions to  
                Round Hill Church 

                  2993 Northwestern Pike,  
                             Winchester, VA 22603 

 

Starting just west of Winchester Medical Center, from the 
intersection of Route 37 and Route 50:  
• Drive west on Route 50 (Northwestern Pike) for approxi-

mately 2 miles.  
• Shortly after crossing Nat’l Lutheran Boulevard, turn left 

on Route 654 (Poorhouse Road). There is a used car lot 
on the left as a landmark.  

• At 0.2 miles, turn right onto Route 803 (Round Hill 
Road). Winchester Independent School across the road 
is a landmark at this intersection. 

• At 0.3 miles, turn right at the Church rear driveway 
(Trinity Lane) and uphill into the parking lot. There is a 
sign at the driveway entrance. 

Fellowship Hall entry is at the bottom level, rear of the 
Church, off the parking lot. 
 

If you miss the Church rear driveway: 
• Continue on Route 803 until it curves uphill and meets 

Route 50. 
• Turn right onto Route 50, driving east. 
• At 0.5 miles, turn right directly into the front driveway of 

the Church.  
Proceed left around the building to the rear parking lot.  


